
We all want our children to succeed in learning. 
At home, we can tell when our children are 

learning to take care of themselves and to take 
more responsibility for daily living activities. 
As parents, we look at our children’s grades 

and observe how happy or frustrated they seem 
to determine their success in school. Often we 
don’t know where to turn to find out if they are 

learning what they are supposed to know.

And what do students really need to know in  
this competitive, 21st century, global economy? 
In June 2010, the N.C. State Board of Education 

took a major step in setting clear, consistent 
academic expectations for our students by 

adopting the Common Core State Standards.

Tests and assessments

We all make on-going assessments in the process of a 
day when we answer questions for ourselves such as, 
“Is there enough gas in the tank to drive home?” and 
“Are there enough ingredients to make a recipe?” To 
improve student achievement, students must clearly 
understand what they are supposed to learn and where 
they are along the way to learning it. 

Formative assessments provide feedback to students 
and teachers during the teaching and learning process. 
Formative assessments include teacher questioning, 
discussions, learning activities, conferences, 
interviews and student reflections. Based on feedback 
from these activities, teachers might change their 
instruction in mid-course. 

In addition to formative assessments, teachers will 
give benchmark tests throughout the year to make sure 
students are on track. 

End-of-grade and end-of-course testing 
will continue. Eventually these 
summative assessments will be 
offered online. 

Parent resources

Students, parents and teachers will share the same 
expectations for student learning across much of the 
country once the Common Core State Standards are 
in place. We already have tools, however, that can be 
used in parent-teacher conversations. 

Individual student reports on state test results are 
packed with scores and indicators about a student’s 
academic achievement. N.C. School Report Cards report 
school and district performance. By partnering with 
teachers to discuss student and school achievement, 
we are contributing to our children’s education.  

For more information on how you can support your child’s 
education, visit www.ncpta.org or these Web sites:

Common Core State Standards 
www.ncpta.org/parent

Graduation requirements 
www.ncpublicschools.org/gradrequirements/

K-12 standards in science and other subjects 
www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/

State test results for students 
www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/

N.C. School Report Cards 
www.ncreportcards.org/

Contact North Carolina PTA
3501 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 27612-4934 

email: office@ncpta.org 
phone: (919) 787-0534 

toll free in NC: (800) 255-0417
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What are the Common Core 
State Standards? 

These standards describe what students are supposed 
to know from kindergarten through 12th grade. They 
define the reading, writing and math knowledge and 
skills needed at each grade level. Each year builds on the 
next so that by high school graduation, young people are 
prepared to go to college or to enter the workplace. 

These are high standards based on research, comparisons 
with other countries, and input from teachers, school 
administrators, parents, college entrance test developers, 
policymakers and business leaders.

These standards offer consistent expectations for 
student learning across much of the nation. As a result, 
school transitions after family moves across district or 
state lines should be much easier for everyone. Over 40 
states and the District of Columbia are expected to adopt 
these standards by the end of 2010. The standards will 
be in place in each North Carolina classroom beginning 
in the 2012-2013 school year.

Defining high, consistent standards for learning isn’t a 
new idea. North Carolina schools operate under the 
N.C. Standard Course of Study. The N.C. Standard Course 
of Study sets standards for the major academic subjects 
in each grade. There have been criticisms, however, that 
the standards are too broad and unclear, that teachers 

rush through the material, and that students sometimes 
learn just enough to get by on the next test.

In a response to demands for change, the N.C. State Board 
of Education adopted new graduation requirements in 
2009 and the N.C. Department of Public Instruction began 
to redefine the N.C. Standard Course of Study.

Now what?

Common Core State Standards along with an effective 
classroom curriculum and improved teaching will help 
raise our students’ achievement. Training for North 
Carolina’s 100,000 teachers and 2,400 principals will 
prepare them to teach and lead based on the new 
standards. (The N.C. Standard Course of Study will be 
in place for 2010-2011 and 2011-2012.) 

In addition to moving to Common Core State Standards 
in reading, writing and math, the N.C. Department of 
Public Instruction has begun to revise K-12 standards 
and tests in all of the other academic subjects such as 
science and social studies.

Language arts

The Common Core State Standards set goals for 
student mastery in language arts. The study of 
language arts includes reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. Language arts expectations are established 
for each grade across all subjects including science, 
history, social studies and technical subjects. 

The standards include examples of appropriate books 
for students to read at each grade level in literature and 
informational texts. Informational texts include literary 
nonfiction and historical, scientific and technical texts. 
Teachers will choose the reading assignments for their 
students using the examples as a guide. At the top of 
the next panel are some suggested reading examples 
for grades K-5. 

Just as an example, the document you are reading 
right now would be at the 7th or 8th grade reading level 
according to the standards.

Math

The math standards emphasize that every student can 
be good in math. The standards set good math habits and 
strategies as top priorities for students in each grade. 
Some of those good math practices are active problem 
solving, persistence, precision, use of solid procedures, 
and checking to see if the answer makes sense. 

The standards are designed to get students used to the 
idea of paying close attention to pattern and structure 
in problems. For instance, young students might notice 
the pattern and structure shown below.

 

Math standards for grades K-5 are structured so that 
students get a solid foundation in arithmetic. The 
standards allow for the time it takes teachers to teach 
core concepts and procedures and the time it takes 
students to really master them. 

Grade  Type oF 
levels example book readinG        

K-1 Are You My Mother? by P.D. Eastman literature

K-1 My Five Senses by Aliki informational

2-3 Henry and Mudge: The First Book of 
 Their Adventures by Cynthia Rylant literature

2-3 From Seed to Plant by Gail Gibbons informational

4-5 Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt literature

4-5 Discovering Mars: The Amazing Story 
 of the Red Planet by Melvin Berger informational

3 and 7 more is 
the same amount 
as 7 and 3 more


